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Akshat Joshi, an Engineer by qualification, 

has always had leanings towards languages 
which drove him to take up his first job with 

Centre for Development of Advanced 

Computing, Pune, a premier R&D 

organization in India, doing pioneering work 

in Indian language computing. Akshat was 

associated with C-DAC from 2008 to 2019. 

During that period, he extensively worked 

various aspects on NLP involving code-

conversion, font-engineering, statistical 

machine translation and rule-based 

transliteration engines. He was also involved 

in various panels constituted by Bureau of 

Indian Standards, Government of India for 

finalizing the minimum mandatory Indian 

language charset on mobile devices. One of 

the major projects he was involved was of 

framing of linguistic policy for Indian Language Domain Names for ".Bharat" domain names. He 

and his team were instrumental in getting the proposed policy vetted through a series of National 

workshops held across length and breadth of India. He was personally involved in implementing 

the finalized policy in a software API, which was designed to communicate to the ".Bharat" 

registry of India. Currently India has rolled out ".Bharat" domain names in all the 22 scheduled 

languages of India and are seamlessly available for booking by end-users. 

He eventually also got involved in ICANN's Policy Development Process under the larger umbrella 

of "IDN Variant TLDs" program and was part of various panels throughout the program's lifecycle. 

He later on contributed significantly to the Neo-Brahmi Generation Panel which framed ICANN 

New gTLD Initiative's ruleset for all the 22 scheduled languages of India, among other languages 

of the world. He has shared his views on these experiences and the nature of the work on various 

platforms viz. IGF, APTLD, NALSAR's GIGA Conference, W3C to name a few.  

In 2019, he started his own company "ThinkTrans" which is working into the language domain 

and subsequently engaging in larger initiatives which are extensions of the working in the 

languages. ThinkTrans also runs a not-for-profit foundation working the domain of "Incubation 

and Skilling", working with budding entrepreneurs and doing their orientation and capacity 

building to carve out next set of young entrepreneurs in India. 

As of 2022, Akshat has been working with ICANN on developing and delivering training to various 

programming language communities across the world e.g North America and Africa and enabling 

them to develop “Universally Acceptable” web-applications in Java and Python. He is also working 

with ICANN of various projects of “Universal Acceptance Steering Group”.  

 

Website: https://thinktransfoundation.com/ 

Email: akshat@thinktrans.in 


